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Canada’s historical foundations and modern multicultural society are
reflected in its unique and thriving arts and cultural community,
resulting in international recognition of Canada’s achievements in the

performing and visual arts, literature, and cinema.

Céline Dion, Alanis Morisette, Avril Lavigne and Daniel Powter are all
Canadians as well as actors Kiefer Sutherland (24), Mike Myers (Austin

Powers) and Jim Carey.

Canada’s Cirque du Soleil, a unique form of circus developed in
Montreal, Canada, has been revolutionizing the entertainment
business since 1984. They will come back to Japan with Dralion in
February 2007 and will open a permanent show in Tokyo’s Disney Sea
in 2008.
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On the economic front, Japan is Canada’s 2™ largest trading partner
after the U.S. and an important investor in Canada with roughly 400
companies in Canada, which employ over 50,000 Canadians. Canada
has been a key source of natural resources for Japan, but it also
exports planes, computer software, biotechnology and sporting

equipment. On the other hand, Canada imports Japanese automobiles,
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electronics and other manufactured goods.
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About five million children attend public schools in Canada. In some
provinces, children can enter kindergarten at the age of four before
starting the elementary grades. The curriculum is relatively universal
and core subjects are comparable to those taught in Japan. Given the
bilingual nature of Canada, all students must take classes in the other
official language starting in grade 3 and many schools offer special
programs which help students to develop critical thinking and analytical

skills.

In general, high school programs consist of two streams. The first
prepares students for university, the second for post-secondary
education at a community college, institute of technology, or at the
workplace. There are also special “hands-on” programs for students
who are unable to complete conventional courses of study. Canada

also offers special programs for children with learning disabilities.
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Unlike Japan, older or “mature” students are a common sight on
Canadian campuses. Approximately one in four students enrolled in
Canadian universities is over the age of 24. Many Canadians return to
school after working for a certain period, providing evidence of the

importance Canadians place on “lifelong learning.”
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Canada demonstrates its commitment to education through its sizeable
education budgets. Canada ranks among the world's leaders in per
capita spending on public education as it believes that the investment
generates healthy returns. In Canada, the high educational level has
proven to be a powerful and positive contributor to its standard of
living, its growth of opportunity, and its reputation as a place where

intellectual accomplishment is supported.
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